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SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE STSC: FRENCH WORKING PAPER ON DEFINI- 
TION OF DATA. 

1 . SECRETARIAT HAS DISTRIBUTED TO DELEGATIONS ON FEB. 15 A 
FRENCH WORKING PAPER (A/AC.105/C.1/L.93) ENTITLED "QUESTIONS 
RELATING TO REMOTE SENSING OF THE EARTH BY SATELLITES - 
IDEAS CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF DATA." 

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF PARAGRAPHS 2-5 OF THE FRENCH WORKING 
PAPER; 

2. QUOTE: THERE ARE IN FACT TWO BASIC CRITERIA WHICH DETER- 
MINE THE VALUE OF "DATA": 

-THE STAGE OF PROCESSING, 

- THE SPATIAL RESOLUTION. 

3. THE SPATIAL RESOLUTION MUST, HOWEVER, BE SUPPLEMENTED 

BY OTHER TECHNICAL PARAMETERS WHICH AFFECT THE SENSITIVITY OR 
THE VALUE OF DATA OBTAINED BY REMOTE SENSING (SPECTRAL CHARAC- 
TERISTICS OF THE DATA, PERIODICITY OF THE MEASUREMENTS, COM- 
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BINATION OF DATA OBTAINED BY DIFFERENT OBSERVATION SYSTEMS). 

IN FACT, THESE VARIOUS TECHNIQUES MAY MEAN THAT THE RESOLVING 
POWERS ARE VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE INITIAL RESOLVING POWER. 

4. THE STAGE OF PROCESSING OF DATA TO BE USED FOR "INFOR- 
MATION" IS LESS SUBJECT TO INTERPRETATION. 
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5. THE FRENCH DELEGATION THEREFORE PROPOSES THAT, BEARING 
IN MIND THE NEED TO MAINTAIN CO-ORDINATION WITH THE LEGAL 
SUB-COMMITTEE, THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE 
SHOULD IN THE COURSE OF ITS WORK CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY 

OF RECOMMENDING TO THE LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE THE FOLLOWING 
FORMULATION CONCERNING THE DISSEMINATION OF DATA: 

"THE DISSEMINATION OF ANY 'INFORMATION’ PREPARED 
BY MEANS OF A SEPARATING POWER OF ONE DECAMETER OR 
LESS AND OBTAINED AFTER PROCESSING OF RAW DATA COLLECTED 
BY ANY TYPE OF SATELLITE-BORNE CAPTOR SHALL REQUIRE THE 
PRIOR CONSENT OF THE STATE CONCERNED OR SENSED." UNQUOTE. 

6. OUR INITIAL VIEWS ON THE POINTS RAISED IN THE FRENCH 
PAPER ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. RE PARA 2, THE VALUE OF DATA IS A SUBJECTIVE DETERMINA- 
TION MADE BY THOSE WHO APPLY DATA AS A RESULT OF 

THE APPLICATIONS OF THIS TECHNOLOGY. THE SAME DATA COULD 
HAVE WIDELY VARYING VALUE TO DIFFERENT USERS IN DIFFERENT 
CONTEXTS. 

B. RE PARA 3 ON SPATIAL RESOLUTION, WE RECOGNIZE 

THAT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL PARA- 
METERS THAT CAN BE EMPLOYED WITH REMOTELY SENSED DATA. 
CERTAIN TECHNICAL FACTORS CAN AFFECT ITS UTILITY INCLUDING 
SPECTRAL RESOLUTION, SPATIAL RESOLUTION, SPECTRAL RANGE, 
AREA COVERAGE, SYNOPTIC PROPERTIES AND DATA FROM SUPPLE- 
MENTAL SOURCES. HOWEVER, THESE FACTORS DO NOT HELP US IN 
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DEFINING THE TERM DATA. 

C. PARA 4. SEEMS INCOMPREHENSIBLE. 

D. PARA 5 DEALS WITH A TOTALLY DIFFERENT ASPECT, 

I.E., DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION - AND ESSENTIALLY 
PROPOSES PRIOR CONSENT FOR DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 
WITH A "SEPARATING POWER," WHICH WE TAKE TO MEAN "RESO- 
LUTION," OF ONE DECAMETER OR LESS. WE WOULD PROPOSE 
COMMENTING AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY ON THE PROPRIETARY NA- 
TURE OF "INFORMATION," NAMELY THAT ITS USE AND DISSEMINA- 
TION ARE NOT APPROPRIATE SUBJECTS FOR INCLUSION IN A 

SET OF PRINCIPLES RELATING TO SPACE ACTIVITIES IN THIS 
FIELD. FOR OUR PART. THE US CAN NOT GUARANTEE CONTROL 
OVER THE WORK PRODUCT OF INDIVIDUAL CITIZENS, EDUCATIONAL 
OR BUSINESS ENTITIES OR OTHER USERS OF REMOTE SENSING 
DATA. 

3. ADDITIONAL POINTS OR COMMENTS OF AGENCIES ON THE 
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FRENCH PROPOSAL WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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